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	Solutions to the disparities in diagnosis and treatment for Multiple Sclerosis 

	TEXT:


	In the 2008 EU Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Barometer, Romania ranks 32 out of 32 countries.

The MS barometer is a benchmarking initiative that measures the care and services for people with the condition in seven key areas, including access to treatment and therapies, research in MS, employment and job retention and medication coming to the market. Figures for 2008 collected in each country by national MS organisations and medical advisory boards showed major differences for the 32 European countries taking part (27 EU member states plus five others). The average score was 156 from a total of 270 points across the seven areas of MS care assessed, but this ranged from a highest score of 240 in Germany down to the lowest of 82 points in Romania. 

Does the Commission think that there is a need for action at European level, in the interests of European citizens, in order to avoid the disparities in diagnosis and treatment which exist in the Member States? 
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