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 accurate picture needed about the 

situation of people with MS across Europe

 demonstrates the differences in how MS is 

managed between various countries

Why the MS Barometer?



What is the MS Barometer?  

 a benchmarking tool

 allowing us to make appropriate comparisons

 peer review across the EU

 permits identification of what aspects of the             

disease are well-managed 

 highlights in what areas national administrations 

need to improve their policies and practices



Structure of the Barometer
→ Seven areas

Section 1: Access to treatment & therapies (15 questions, 75 points)

Section 2: Research (3 questions, 15 points)

Section 3: Employment (8 questions, 40 points)

Section 4: Empowerment (9 questions, 45 points)

Section 5: Reimbursement of Costs (11 questions, 55 points)

Section 6: Data Collection (5 questions, 25 points) 

Section 7: Medication coming to the market (3 questions, 15 points)

→ Structure of the Barometer inspired by the European Code 

of Good Practice (1st four categories)

→ Extensive transnational consultation with the medical and 

patient communities to finalise content



The Barometer at a glance

→ 23 countries represented

→ Vast differences identified

→ Positive and negative aspects in each contribution

→ Maximum scoring of 270 points



MS Barometer 2008: overall results

Average for 

23 countries = 152 points
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Access to treatments & therapies
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% PwMS receiving DMDs 
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PwMS receiving symptomatic treatment  
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PwMS receiving rehabilitation as an 

inpatient
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PwMS receiving rehabilitation as an 

outpatient
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Palliative Care programme available? 
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Early retirement due to MS?
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Pension fund as income for people 

with MS?
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MS society having consultative status 

with the national administration?

Yes 48%No 52%
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Thank you for your attention!

Thank you for your attention!


